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Published in 

the UK in 

spring 2008, 

Invisible 

City , the first 

title in THE 

JOSHUA 

FILES 

sequence, 

was the 

fastest-

selling childrenôs fiction debut of that year. 

It launched MG Harris as a major new 

childrenôs author, was shortlisted for several 

book awards and has sold translation rights 

in 18 countries to date.  

Followed in 2009 by the acclaimed, 

rollercoaster of a sequel, Ice Shock, and in 

Feb 2010 by Zero Moment, The Joshua Files 

is entertaining children and adults across the 

world. It has been variously compared to the 

thrillers of Michael Crichton and Matthew 

Reilly, to the Indiana Jones and X-Files 

movies, to Doctor Who. 

But the truth is ðThe Joshua Files is unique. 

The Joshua Files is a tightly plotted, twisting -

turning blend of myth, action -adventure, 

scifi, magical realism and a touch of teen 

romance. 

An international, bestselling 
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Reviews of The Joshua Files 

óA gripping survival story é a fantasy of pyramids, caves 

and tunnelsô Daily Telegraph  

óThrilling adventureô Julia Eccleshare, Guardian childrenôs 

books editor  

óA fast-paced first -person thrillerô...It's the Mexican and 

Mayan flavourings that give Harris's adventure yarn that 

bit of extra bite as she weaves a satisfyingly twisty plotò 

Financial Times  

óA splendid adventure story of UFOs, ancient Mayan docu-

ments and a lost cityô Mail on Sunday  

óFast-paced and exciting, this is one for fans of Alex Rider 

and Young Bondô The Bookseller  

"An enthralling, satisfying read that will leave its audi-

ence hungry for future installments" Books for Keeps  

ñExplosive and compellingò Lovereadingforkids  

ñZero Moment really is as captivating a read as the first 

two books in the series, and takes The Joshua Files  story 

to its next levelò BookZone4Boys  

New for 2010: ZERO MOMENT 

- Information about first three books  

- Author biography 

- )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȭ4ÈÅ $ÅÓÃÅÎÄÁÎÔȭ ÁÎ 

Alternate Reality Game set in the world f The 

Joshua Files 

- Author interview re Zero Moment 

- Author event information 

http://www.booksforkeeps.co.uk/issues/177/30077


Joshuaôs life was 
pretty average 
until his 
archaeologist 
father was 
reported dead in a 
plane crash. Joshôs 
dad had been 
searching for the 
Mayan Codex, said 
to contain key 
information about 
the 2012 Mayan 
prophecy 
foretelling the end 

of the world. Was the crash simply a tragic 
accident, or is there more to his fatherôs 
death than the authorities are willing to tell 
him? 

This first novel in the action -packed Joshua 

Files brings Josh to the depths of the 

Mexican jungle and into a secret society 

existing beneath an ancient Mayan pyramid. 

Sucked into a vortex of intrigue, Josh 

becomes a target for danger as he learns 

that his father, grandfather, and Josh 

himself are the key to solving the mystery 

of the prophecy. Can Josh find the missing 

codex in time to save mankind? 

Invisible City 
The story begins... 

Author Biography 
M.G. Harris (M.G. stands for Maria Guadalupe) 

was born in Mexico City. When her parents split 

up, five-year old M.G. moved to Frankfurt, 

Germany, with her airstewardess mother and 

younger sister, and later to Manchester, England. 

Growing up as a Mancunian, M.G. based her 

formative years around the television series 

Doctor Who and Blakeôs 7 and the fortunes of 

Manchester United. 

As a teenager, during regular visits to her father 

in Mexico, M.G. became fascinated by Mayan 

archaeology. She made several trips to Mayan 

ruins in Yucatan and Chiapas and one such trip 

gave her the seed of the idea of what would later 

become The Joshua Files: Invisible City. 

As a student, M.G. was interested in molecular 

biology and 

studied 

biochemistry at 

St Catherineôs 

College, Oxford 

University. Going 

on to pursue a 

doctorate at St 

Cross College, 

Oxford, M.G. 

spent several 

years working in research laboratories before 

setting up her own internet company.  

Whilst visiting family in Switzerland in 2004, 

a skiing accident left M.G. with a shattered 

tibia plateau (top of shin bone). Forced to 

spend many weeks recuperating from 

surgery, she decided to keep a promise sheôd 

made to herself to one day pursue a career 

as a novelist. Writing on a laptop next to her 

bed, M.G. began work on a techno-thriller 

which combined her two intellectual loves ï 

archaeology and biology. From this initial 

manuscript came the idea for a story 

featuring a young boy searching for a lost 

Mayan codex ... and The Joshua Files were 

born. 

In an attempt to cover up the fact that at 

heart sheôs a bit of a geek, M.G. spends as 

much time as possible going out to salsa 

clubs to dance. She adores anything written 

by her quartet of literary gurus: Haruki 

Murakami, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Jorge Luis 

Borges and Italo Calvino. 

When sheôs not dragging her family around 

the world to research locations for her 

novels, M.G. lives in a quiet street in Oxford. 
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Josh thought the worst 
was over - but it hasn't 

even started... 

Josh is even more 

certain now that his 
father's death was no 

accident - and he's 

starting to wonder if 
he can really trust his 

closest allies. When he 
learns of a secret 

buried within the Ix Codex, he must 
journey back to the secret Mexican city 

of Ek Naab. Shocking news awaits him 

about the mysterious Bracelet of 
Itzamna. Did Josh's dad really take it? 

And where is it now? Josh has no idea 
what's waiting for himé 

The Mystery:  Who is behind the strange 
coded postcards from Mexico and what do 
they mean? 

Action highlights: Midnight chase and 
fight around Port Meadow, Oxford, lost in 
the caves, deadly crisis on glacier of a 
volcano 

 

Ice Shock 
Destiny waits... 

Josh thinks that he 
has discovered the 

key to time travel.  

Should he use it to 

save his father? Ixchel 
knows what he 

intends to do. Should 

she stop him? Before 
they can decide, 

Ixchel is kidnapped by 
the people who want to see an ancient 

prophecy predicting the end of the world 
in 2012 come true. It's up to Josh to 

save Ixchel and possibly save the world. 

Time is running outé 

The Mystery:  Who is Arcadio? 

Key Locations:  the giant sand dunes 

of Natal, Brazil, the tropical jungle of 
Brazil, the lakes and mountains of 

Switzerland 

Action highlights:  dune buggy chase, 

capoeira fighting, time travel, car chase 
across a mountain pass 

Zero Moment 
)ÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȢȢȢ 

Fans of twisty, puzzle-based online dramas in the 
form of an Alternate Reality Games (ARGs) can 
enjoy a unique thriller set in the Joshuaôs exciting 
world of secret societies and government 
conspiracies. 
 
You can enjoy this puzzle as a standalone 
adventure. 

What other ARG fans have said:  ñso far this is the 
best one that Iôve played since last year & Iôm not 
kiddingéò óPsysopô , veteran player of the ARG 
unfiction  community. 

There are TWO ways to play: 

Start from the beginning at  
joshuafiles.co.uk/descendant  

OR Jump right in to a day-by-day story walkthrough 
on  
themgharris.com/descendant  

Solve the puzzle and win a free school visit!  

Multilayered, thought-provoking 

entertainment. 

Welcome to the world of... 

www.thejoshuafiles.com 

www.themgharris.com 

MG Harris via email: 
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http://www.unfiction.com
http://www.unfiction.com
http://www.joshuafiles.co.uk/descendant
http://www.mayan2012kids.com/forum/showthread.php?t=1062


difficult to write your books from a 
boyôs point of view?  

 
It's the most 

difficult part. I 

have to think 
about things for 

hours and 
remember the 

boys I knew 
when I was 

younger, listen 
to songs written 

by young guys, 

to help me 
judge if I'm on 

the right track. 
My natural sympathies often lie with his 

mother or Ixchel, so it's a matter of shifting 
the perspective, seeing things from Josh's 

point of view. I tend to ask my husband a 
lot of questions about how teenage boys 

feel about things. He's the touchstone 

there. Usually he confirms all my 
suspicions!  

 
Do you have a favourite author? What 

really appeals to you about their 
work?  

  
Gabriel Garcia Marquez wrote two of my 

favourite novels, including 'One Hundred 
Years Of Solitude' and 'Love In The Time Of 
Cholera'. The wisdom in those works, the 

language, vision, the understanding of the 
essential tragedy of life, stories just pouring 

out of him. Dazzling to achieve that in one 
novel really, but twice...  

Zero Moment  is the third book in the 
Joshua Files series, and you have said 

that there will be five books in total. 
Have you plotted out the storylines for 

these already?  

 
I've written Joshua #4 already. I haven't 

plotted the final instalment yet. The plot 
and indeed book itself will be better if I 

leave as much time as possible and maybe 
write something different in between.  

 
Time travel is an integral part of Joshôs 

story, and you develop this even more 

in Zero Moment . How on earth do you 
manage to keep track of this element 

of the story?   
Timelines! I have timelines for the city, for 

all 
characters 

who've 
time 

travelled 

and for the 
Bracelet of 

Itzamna 
itself. I've 

worked out 
that it 

changes 
hands 10 

times 

throughout the course of The Joshua Files. 

Q&A with MG Harris 

Reprinted with permission from the 

BookZone4Boys 

I might just add one more handover...  
 

Capoeira is used increasingly as Joshôs story is 
progressing. How did you carry out 

the research into this martial art?   

 
I've watched capoeira performed quite a 

bit in real life, here and in Brazil. Then 
there's YouTube, the movie 'Only the 

Strong' and all those capoeira websites. 
 

There are some new locations in 
Zero Moment , namely Brazil and 

Switzerland. Did you visit these 

places as part of your research?  
 

Yes, some great friends of ours are 
Brazilian so we went for a joint holiday/research trip! 

The exciting day of dune buggies, river barbeque and 
zipwire fun that Montoyo promises Josh is one we 

actually enjoyed. Poor Josh, he never gets to have any 
proper fun! My brother and his family live in 

Switzerland so I'm there quite often. The Sustenpass 

alpine location in Zero Moment was a surprise 
discovery one summer. We ended up on the high 

mountain pass by mistake...mid August but up there, it 
was snowing! 

 
Zero Moment  also delves deeper into aspects of 

genetics and science. How has your background 
in biochemistry helped you develop your story?  

 

Totally. If you have that kind of knowledge ready to 
hand, certain plot solutions easily come to mind.  

 
Zero Moment  deals a lot with Joshôs emotions 

and his confusion about his relationship with 
Ixchel. As a female author, have you found it 
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